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           St. John’s Episcopal Church – Canandaigua, New  York

  THE EAGLE 

  
                                                 Volume 23, Issue 3– March 2010 
  

Dear People of St. John’s: 

We are now well into our Lenten journey together. All too often popular                                        
culture portrays Lent as a time of “giving up” and so we give up choco-                                          
late, or some other goody. But there is a much more profound spiritual                                        
discipline for Lent and that is “taking on” something; as the Book of                                                
Common Prayer says, Lent is a time for taking on prayer and works of                                                                                         
mercy (Proper Preface for Lent). So I hope each of us is deepening our                                           
prayer life and finding some way to be involved in a work of mercy. 

Underneath this “taking on” is the fundamental theme of Lent—the                                                r 
reconciling love of God that is seeking to transform us into God’s                                                 
beloved community. In this community all of our differences are                                                         
welcomed and we, by living as people who have been reconciled,                                                          
become God’s instruments of transforming the world. 

Recently I had a conversation with someone who had not been to                                           
church for a while. I learned that she and her husband had decided to                                                         
no longer attend because St. John’s was “too liberal” for them. I said that I was sorry to learn of this 
and would be pleased to sit with them and explore just what this might mean. My sole purpose 
would be to seek to find some way of living into the reconciled life we share as Christians. But I 
was not invited to do this. I have since learned from several other priests that this couple, before 
coming to St. John’s, left another congregation expressing their discontentment with that congre-
gation. They are now attending their third. 

It saddens me when people move around like this. I take very seriously the idea that when we join 
a congregation we are making a commitment to one another to live into the reconciling love that 
God has made known to us in Jesus, the Christ. This love can be tested when we have our differ-
ences, but it is a love that invites us to step beyond our differences into a more profound under-
standing of God’s grace and love. 

This kind of commitment to community is so very different from the prevailing culture around us. In 
the wider culture people feel free to come and go as they please. But when we join a church we 
are literally becoming a part of the Body of Christ and are essential to each other. 

I hope that during this Lenten season you will find more and more ways to realize something of this 
radical view of the beloved community here at St. John’s and then at the end of the month as we 
celebrate the Day of Resurrection, we can say that in this reconciled and reconciling community 
The Lord is risen indeed! 

Peace and Joy, 

Peter 
 

March 2010 

 

   The Rev. Dr. Peter Peters 
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JANUARY REMINDER 

 
The  

St. John’s is called to be a welcoming, diverse, 

Christ-centered community that cares for each other, 

celebrates our blessings, and spreads the light of the Good News 

through ministry in our community and the world. 

 

 

 

 

VESTRY NEWS 

  
At the regular monthly Vestry meeting of January 11, 2010, the following items were discussed. 
 

 The Vestry decided that the amount remaining in the 2009 budget for seminary support will be 

sent to Yale Divinity School, alma mater of Interim Rector the Rev. Dr. Peter Peters. 

 The discretionary fund of the Rev. Richard Krapf, Deacon, was increased to $500. 

 Updated Letters of Agreement for the Rev. Barbara Humphrey and the Rev. Richard Krapf were 

accepted and will be sent to the Diocese. 

 Organist Ann Louise Pera’s resignation effective February 17, 2010, was accepted with deep 

regret. 

 Father Peters reported that Bishop Prince Singh’s official visitation this year will take place on 

Sunday, May 30.  He also presented a brochure on Safe Church Practices which Vestry mem-
bers were asked to read before the February meeting, and presented a paper on the Diocesan 
Mission Statement and Objectives. 

 
At the regular monthly Vestry meeting of February 8, 2010, William Ohlerich was appointed Treas-
urer for the calendar year of 2010 and Elaine Walker was appointed Clerk of the Parish and Vestry 
for the calendar year of 2010.  An Organist Search Committee was formed with Bonnie Norvell, a 
choir member, as chairperson.  (See item on page 3).  The Vestry passed a motion to disband the 
Endowment Committee inasmuch as the Diocese is now managing the endowment fund. 

 
 

 VESTRY REPORTS 
 

Committee and other reports to be included in the agenda for the regular monthly Vestry           
meeting on Monday, March 8, 2010, are due in the church office on Thursday,  February 25, 2010. 

 
 

ELECTION RESULTS 

 

At the Annual Meeting on January 24, 2010, Mattie Bicknell was elected to a second two-year term 
as Warden; Darcy Graham, Richard Kean, and Don Morley were elected to a three-year term as 
Vestrypersons; Craig Munger was elected to a one-year term as Vestryperson.  Congratulations to 
all five! 
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FAREWELL, ANN LOUISE! 

 
St. John’s organist since November 10, 1996, Ann 
Louise Pera retired February 17, 2010.  When she 
was in the eighth grade, her father, a Lutheran minis-
ter, asked her to take over as organist for his church.  
She reluctantly complied having had no prior experi-
ence with the organ, thus beginning a non-stop ca-
reer as an organist and, often, choir director.   A 
graduate of Valparaiso University, she earned her 
degree in music with a major in organ and a minor in 
piano.   She has taught both piano and organ, and 
has accompanied local professional singers.  She 
and her husband, the Rev. Gerhard Pera, a retired 
Lutheran pastor, live in Honeoye Falls.   Dennis Maxfield, St. John’s Choir Director, stated, “It has 
been a great pleasure to have her with us. Her knowledge of liturgy and her musicality have provided 
inspiration to all; she will be truly missed.” A reception was held following the 10 a.m. service on Feb-
ruary 14, and the Vestry named her Organist Emerita of the Parish, inviting her to come back when-
ever she wished to share her music ministry. 
 
 

 

RECTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 
Six members of the original Search Committee continue to work with Chairperson Deborah Cole-
Wenderlich.  Questionnaires have been sent to seven possible candidates, and will be processed by the 
Committee as they are returned.  Please keep the Vestry, Wardens, and Committee members in your 
prayers. 
      
 

 

ORGANIST SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 

The Vestry has appointed an Organist Search Committee comprising Bonnie Norvell (chairperson), 
Mark Darling, John Thompson, Elaine Walker, and Dennis Maxfield (ex-officio).  If you know of some-
one who is qualified and available for this position, please give pertinent information to any Commit-
tee member. 
 
 
  

We are branches of the same tree,  
reaching out in our shared faith, while strongly rooted in Christ. 
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LENTEN STUDY 

 
Each Wednesday beginning on February 24 and continuing through March 24, there will be Holy 
Eucharist at 6:00 p.m. followed by a soup/sandwich supper at 6:30 p.m.  At 7:00 p.m. the Rev. Dr. 
Peter Peters will lead a discussion on Barbara Taylor Brown’s book “An Altar in the World: A Geogra-
phy of Faith”.  To order a copy of the book ($12.30), please use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board near the lounge.  If you would like to donate soup or sandwiches for the light supper, please 
indicate the date you prefer on the Parish Life sign-up sheet (just below the book order list). 

 

 

CREATIVE ARTS AND CRAFTS 

 
On Saturday, March 6, 2010, and on the first Saturday of every month, Georgia Carney invites adults 
and children (accompanied by adults) to meet in Withington House for arts and crafts. Time is 9:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  Come and go as your schedule permits, but do come and explore your natural 
creative gifts!   

 

 

ADULT FORMATION  

  
The 9:00 a.m. Sunday class on February 28 will be led by the Reverend Richard Krapf and Lisa Krapf 
as they conclude the first four weeks of an eight-week series on Via Media.  The remaining four 
weeks will be scheduled later. 
 
On March 7, 14, and 21, Gary and Carole Francis will share their observations and experiences as 
Peace Corps volunteers in Mexico 2006 -  2008.  They worked with the National Science Foundation 
of Mexico, and will be happy to answer questions about what they learned from their travels in 23 of 
Mexico’s 32 states. 
 

 

GODLY PLAY NEWS 

 
St. John’s has a new publication!  If you look on the 
Godly Play bulletin board at the steps leading to the 
Sunday School area, or if you check out St. John’s 
website at www.st-johns-episcopal.org, you will find 
the winter edition of Godly Play News.  Coordinated 
by Haley Bickel, it will be published three times a 
year, with the next issue due sometime in April.  
Now you will be able to keep informed about the 
lessons and schedules and wish lists of this wonder-
ful program for St. John’s little children.   
Congratulations Haley! 
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ST. JOHN’S WEBSITE 

 
Here’s a question:  “Visited the St. John’s website lately?” 
 
If you haven’t, take a moment and go to http://www.st-johns-episcopal.org , the website’s address.  
When you bring up the home page, you will notice almost immediately the many changes that have 
taken place in the past year.  At the top of the right side there are links now for the Sunday announce-
ments and the weekly calendar.  Below that a menu of links will take you to information about the rector 
search, columbarium and memorial garden, services and how to contact the church, parish events and 
activities, such as Stephen Ministries, the Gleaners Community Kitchen, and St. John's youth pro-
grams.  If you are new, there’s a link to the newcomers’ brochure. And, if you wish to learn more about 
the history of the parish, the history page will take you to a Wikipedia, the online encyclopedia, where a 
detailed time-line of St. John’s history is available.  A recent addition is the new “Godly Play” newsletter, 
which provides information on this important program,  Finally, if you have special requests there is a 
link that will allow you to send a message about your concerns, prayer requests, or other issues you 
wish to bring to the attention of the Vestry, clergy, or staff. 

INQUIRERS’ CLASS 

 

To all who are interested in joining the 
Episcopal Church, or who would like to 
refresh their knowledge about this 
church, the Rev. Dr. Peter W. Peters will 
offer a nine-week course beginning on 
March 21.  
 

The course is designed especially for 
those who wish to be confirmed or re-
ceived or who wish to re-affirm their faith 
at the time of our Bishop’s Visitation on 
Sunday, May 30, 2010. 
 

The study book, Embracing the Faith, will 
cost $15. 
 

If you plan to attend, please use the sign-
up sheet in the lobby. 
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LOOKING AHEAD… 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Sunday, May 9 
11:30 a.m. Inquirers Class 
1:00 p.m. Gleaners Pasta Dinner  
 

Monday, May 10 
7:15 p.m. Vestry in Withington House 
 

Sunday, May 16 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist & Healing 
Service; SS 
11:30 a.m. Inquirers Class 
 

Wednesday, May 19 
7:00 p.m. Buildings and Grounds 
Committee 
 

Saturday, May 22 
9:00 a.m. J2A Garage Sale 
6:00 p.m. Progressive Dinner 
 

Sunday, May 23 (Pentecost) 
11:30 a.m. Inquirers Class 
 

Saturday, May 29 
Inquirers Class 
 

Sunday, May 30 (Trinity) 
10:00 a.m. Bishop’s Visitation and 
Confirmation 
 

Monday, May 31 
Church Office Closed 
 

JUNE 
 

Saturday, June 5 
9:00 a.m. Art & Crafts in Withington 
House 
 

Sunday, June 13 
1:00 p.m. Gleaners Pasta Dinner 
 

Monday, June 14 
7:15 p.m. Vestry in Withington House 
 

Wednesday, June 16 
7:00 p.m. Buildings & Grounds     
Committee 
 

Sunday, June 20 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Heal-
ing Service 

 

APRIL 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 
6:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner, Holy Eucha-
rist, Stripping of Altars  
 

Good Friday, April 2 
12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday Service 
 

Saturday, April 3 
9:00 a.m. Arts and Crafts 
in Withington House 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist   
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  
with Festal Music   
 

Monday, April 5 
Church Office Closed 
 

Sunday, April 11 
11:30 a.m. Inquirers Class 
1:00 p.m. Gleaners Pasta Dinner  
 

Monday, April 12 
7:15 p.m. Vestry in Withington House 
 

Sunday, April 18 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Healing 
Service 
11:30 a.m. Inquirers Class 
 

Wednesday, April 21 
7:00 p.m. Buildings and Grounds  
Committee 
 

Sunday, April 25 
11:30 a.m. Inquirers Class 
 

Friday, April 30 
6:00 p.m. J2A Mexican Dinner 
 

MAY 
 

Saturday, May 1 
9:00 a.m. Arts and Crafts  
In Withington House 
7:30 p.m. FL Chorale 
 

Sunday, May 2 
11:30 a.m. Inquirers Class 
3:00 p.m. FL Chorale 
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE: 

WHAT DOES IT DO? 

The Building and Grounds Committee serves the Rector and the Vestry of St. John’s Church in iden-
tifying and overseeing repairs, renovations and improvements to St. John’s physical plant and prop-
erty.  The B&G Committee has a primary responsibility for assuring that our property is healthy, safe, 
secure, and accessible.  It oversees maintenance and upgrading of mechanical systems, with par-
ticular attention to improving energy efficiency.   It plans and prioritizes aesthetic improvements and 
long-term capital projects. 
 
While B&G’s primary role is advisory and managerial, last year we were also able to coordinate vol-
unteers from the community to perform a lot of needed work while saving a lot of money.  Last year’s 
Committee members were Terry Carney, Mark Darling, Bill Boudway and David Brady.  The Rev. 
Richard Krapf filled a dual role as professional Building Manager and member of the Committee.  
John Norvell re-designed and supervised pruning and re-planting of the flowerbeds and gardens. 
 
The projects completed through volunteer effort include the following improvements. 
Education Wing- made an opening between rooms to create larger room. 
Kitchen- installed all new cabinets and counter tops; repainted ceilings and walls. 
Exterior Walks- widened sidewalk by side entrance; resurfaced deteriorated sections. 
Handicapped Ramp- replaced and repainted railings and lattice . 
Sanctuary- removed pews; reinstalled privacy railing. 
Emergency Lighting- installed high efficiency exit signs with built-in emergency lights. 
Landscaping- trimmed hedges; pruned and re-planted front beds; fertilized lawns. 
Exterior Lighting- replaced fixtures on side entrance and garage; replaced photocells. 
Memorial Garden- built and installed fence; pruned; weeded; replaced some plants. 
Sanctuary Lighting- repaired fixtures; installed high intensity, high efficiency bulbs. 
Minor Repairs- planed doors and replaced hardware; replaced faucets; plugged basement window; 
fixed lattice. 
 
In addition, the Committee supported Richard in his role as Building Manager in obtaining grants and 
competitive bids to replace the sanctuary furnaces at worthwhile cost savings, and performed some 
volunteer work to offset costs of the chapel and columbarium project. 
 
We have several projects in mind for 2010.  The Rev. Dr. Peters has inspired (and cajoled) us to plan 
a long overdue spring cleaning.  We hope in a very concrete way to give the new rector a “fresh start” 
with the community.  We have accumulated a lot of stuff over the years, and this is an excellent op-
portunity to look at what we need to keep, and more efficient ways to keep it.  There will certainly be 
a role in this project for everyone in the community.  More details to follow… 
 
There is also the perpetual but never completed project of documenting the surprising number of 
physical systems in the building.  Essentially, we will be trying to figure out where all the switches are 
located, and then write it down in an easily accessible location. 
 
We will continue our on-going analysis of how our buildings and grounds can be more efficiently used 
to address our changing needs and goals as a community, and we will continue to try to stretch our 
modest budget to address unforeseen problems and opportunities. 
               - Mark Darling, Chairperson 
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           HELLO!  

WHO   

HOW ARE YOU? 

 

 

Carol grew up in South Paris, Maine, and Shawn 
in Raymond, New Hampshire.  They met at Ply-
mouth State College in Plymouth, New Hamp-
shire, where Carol’s majors were Education and 
Teaching, and Shawn’s major was Physical Edu-
cation.  They were married in 1993 and lived in 
Plymouth where both were school teachers.  They 
moved to New York about ten years ago when 
Shawn accepted a men's soccer coaching position 
at Hobart.  Carol now teaches second grade at 
Midlakes.  While living in Geneva, Carol ( a life-
long Episcopalian) and Shawn (who grew up in 
the Roman Catholic tradition) attended St. Peter’s  
Episcopal Church, and when they moved to Canandaigua in August 2009 they found St. 
John’s. 
 
They have three children:  Olivia (14), Connor (12), and Emily (7).  All the children play soccer 
and basketball and go skiing.  In addition Olivia and Emily play lacrosse and Connor plays 
baseball.  The entire family loves sports and all are enthusiastic New England sports fans faith-
fully cheering on the Red Sox, Patriots, and Celtics. 
 
Carol enjoys running and reading (not simultaneously!). Shawn enjoys running when his sched-
ule permits and also likes to cook.  The entire family looks forward to summer trips back to New 
England. 
 
Their next trip, however, is only as far as Buffalo, where on Sunday, February 21, they will ac-
quire their very first family pet, a two-year old Brittany spaniel named Sam (although the name 
may be subject to change).  It will be interesting to see what his favorite sport is! 
 

 

 

Shawn and Carol Griffin 
Olivia, Connor, Emily 
5151 Wyffels Road 

Canandaigua, NY  14424 
Telephone: 585-905-0050 
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EPISCOPAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT IN HAITI 

 

A vitally important component of the Episcopal Church at national and international levels is Episco-
pal Relief and Development (ERD).  In addition to its ongoing dedication to fighting hunger, poverty, 
and disease throughout the world it also is in the front line of fast response to natural disasters.  The 
recent devastating earthquake in Haiti is a prime example. 
 
More then 100 churches in the Diocese of Haiti were destroyed or damaged, and many of its 254 
schools were demolished, including the Holy Trinity Cathedral complex in Port-au-Prince.  Bishop 
Jean Zaché Duracin, who was left homeless by the quake, contacted ERD and has led the effort to 
organize and maintain a camp for 3000 survivors in a rocky field adjacent to the College Ste. Pierre, 
a diocesan secondary school also destroyed.  Two ERD officials, Kate Mears and Kirsten Math, have 
been operating out of neighboring Dominican Republic.  Efforts include coordinating shipments of 
medical supplies and food, organizing air drops to isolated rural areas, providing satellite phones and 
solar powered chargers.  According to the Rev. Lauren Stanley, one of four Episcopal missionaries 
assigned to Haiti, ERD’s response was “swift and direct and incredible; it is what is holding everyone 
together”. 
 
If you wish to make a tax-deductible gift to ERD, please mail your check to  
Episcopal Relief and   Development, P.O. Box 7058, Merrifield, VA  22116-7058. 
 
Episcopal Relief and Development, healing a hurting world. 

 

 

PERSONALS 

 

 

Congratulations to sophomore Brynne Campbell on her induction into the Colgate University chapter 
of the national scholastic honorary society of Phi Eta Sigma which recognizes the academic achieve-
ment of first-year students.  Brynne is the daughter of Chris and Libby Campbell. 
 
 
Congratulations to Bradley DaBoll-Lavoie, a junior at the University of Pittsburgh, on being named to 
the dean’s list for the fall 2009 semester.  He is majoring in history and anthropology, and is currently 
studying at Aberystwyth, Wales.  He is the son of Joe and Kate DaBoll-Lavoie. 
 
 
Condolences to Herbert Ferguson on the death of his brother-in-law Edward Gordon Tichenor in 
Canandaigua on January 22, 2010. 
 
 
Condolences to Pamela and John Thompson and daughter Erika on the death of Pam’s mother, 
Marjorie Ferguson, in Rochester on February 10, 2010. 
 
 
Condolences to church secretary Carole Van Gelder on the death of her cousin Elaine Ferguson in 
Canandaigua on February 8, 2010. 
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LONG-TERM PRAYER LIST 

  

       All members of St. John’s are asked to include the people on our Long-Term 
Prayer List in their daily prayers. If you have submitted a name that has         
inadvertently been omitted, or should be deleted, please call the church office     
at 394-4818 with updated instructions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY BULLETIN 

 

If you have an announcement for the Sunday bulletin, please deliver it to the church office no later 
than the preceding Monday, or Tuesday if Monday is a holiday.   

 

 

EAGLE INFORMATION 
 

The next deadline for Eagle news will be Wednesday, March 10, 2010.  All news items for April, May, 
and June 2010, should be submitted to the church office to the attention of Pat Perkins, or please call 
her at 374-2976.  Pertinent information is listed below. 
 

Church Office:  585-394-4818            Church Fax:  585-394-4826 
Email Address: stjohnschurch@rochester.rr.com 

Website:  www.st-johns-episcopal.org 

 

 

Amy Nick Alissa 

David  West Steve William Worrall 

Michael Golebiowski Paul Humphrey Pat Perkins 

Paul Rudat Norman Browning Ray Schreiber 

Mary Rudat K. J. Raymond Steve Cole 

Betty W. Grant Kennedy Peter VanDenburg 

Dot Amy Andi and family 

Annalise Pelton Jack Woodward Teagan Harvey 

Beatrice Rose Duling Ayesha Islam Peter Kane 

Kellie Martha Bowen Sandra 

Carol Witzel John Bowen Chris 

Sarah Emily Haley 

Dan Cal Fisher Bob and Eileen 

Bob Matthew Oldfield Sonya 

Austin White George Ward Barbara Humphrey 

  Don 

mailto:stjohnschurch@rochester.rr.com
http://www.st-johns-episcopal.org
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St. John’s Episcopal Church  
183 North Main Street 
Canandaigua, NY  14424 
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CLERGY AND WARDENS 

 
Interim Rector  
The Rev. Dr. Peter W. Peters 394-4818 
 
Deacon     
The Rev. Richard Krapf 394-4818 
 
Retired Priest Associate  
The Rev. Barbara Humphrey 394-4818 
 
Wardens     
Mattie Bicknell  396-2074 
Jeff White                554-4318 


